Biographies

Eleni Calenos, soprano

Soprano, born in Thessaloniki. She obtained her cello performance diploma at the Municipal
Conservatory of her hometown and her vocal performance diploma at the National
Conservatory of Greece. She completed her postgraduate studies in vocal performance at
Queens College in New York and at the Opera Institute of Boston University. She performs
worldwide, but mainly in Europe and the United States.

Her repertoire includes numerous leading roles - almost 30 - such as Madama Butterfly,
Tosca, Mimi (Boheme), Countess (The Marriage of Figaro), Liu (Turandot), Desdemona (Othello),
Nedda (Pagliacci), Santuzza (Cavalleria), Antonia (The Tales of Hoffmann), Michaéla (Carmen),
Donna Anna and Donna Elvira (Don Giovanni), etc. She appears with major orchestras in
theaters worldwide (Glyndebourne, Wiesbaden Staatstheater, Palm Beach Opera, Opera Santa
Barbara, Avery Fisher Hall, Greek National Opera, State Symphony Orchestra of Athens and
Thessaloniki, Megaron Concert Hall of Athens & Thessaloniki etc).

She also appears as a soloist in oratorios, symphonies, requiems and recitals, with works
ranging from the Baroque era to the 20th century and contemporary music.

She has recorded Mascagni’s opera Zanetto with the Boston Odyssey Opera, as well as
Giorgos Tsontakis’ work Mirologia with the Albany Symphony Orchestra and KOCH International
Classics. She has won numerous awards.

Anna Agathonos, mezzo-soprano

Born in Athens, Anna studied at the University of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna, and
has been a member of CNIPAL Opera Studio in Marseille. She worked at the Musiktheater im
Revier (Gelsenkirchen, 2001-2010), where she built up an extensive repertoire, at first singing
roles for lyric mezzo-soprano and specialising in the bel canto repertoire.

Within the years she developed into a dramatic mezzo-soprano singing among others
Ampneris (Aida), Azucena (Il trovatore), Ulrica (Un ballo in maschera), Dalila (Samson et Dalila),
Carmen, Cassandre (Les Troyens), JeZibaba (Rusalka), Ortrud (Lohengrin), Madame Flora (The
Medium), Old lady (Candide), Witch (Hansel und Gretel), and Baba the Turk (The Rake’s
Progress).

She has performed in numerous European opera theatres (Hannover, Nuremberg, Bonn,
Oldenburg, Erfurt, Pforzheim, Klagenfurt, Marseille, Avignon, Rouen), with the Cologne and
Munich Philharmonic orchestras and at several festivals (Aix-en-Provence, Rossini Opera Festival
— Pesaro, and the Oper Burg Gars).

In Greece she has cooperated with the GNO (Il barbiere di Siviglia, La sonnambula, Faust,
Falstaff), as well as with the Thessaloniki State Orchestra (Verdi’s Requiem, Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony). Since 2020/21 she has been a member of the State Theatre at Gartnerplatz Munich
(Gartnerplatztheater).

Joséphine Solus, soprano

Passionate about opera singing since her youngest age, Joséphine Solus quickly joined the
Maitrise (the children’s choir) of Radio France, where she sang a large repertoire ranging all the
way from baroque period up to contemporary music.

After turning eighteen and becoming a member of the adult choir of the Center of Baroque



Music of Versailles, she refined her repertoire, developing a focus on French baroque music.

Her years of studies led her to develop herself as a chorister and also as a soloist. She has
sung for instance Diana’s role in the pastoral opera “Amarillis”, written by André Campra. She
has participated in concerts, recordings and radio broadcasts in prestigious venues such as the
Philharmonie de Paris, the Théatre des Champs Elysées, the Grand Auditorium of Radio France
(Maison de la Radio), the ancient Roman Theatre of Orange in Vaucluse and the Royal Chapel of
the Castle of Versailles.

This experience enabled her to work with great conductors like Sofi Jeannin, Mikko Franck,
Kent Nagano, Simone Young, Alexis Kossenko, Emmanuelle Haim and with the National and
Philharmonic Orchestras of Radio France, and with baroque ensembles such as Ensemble
Pygmalion (directed by Raphaél Pichon) and the Helsinki Baroque Orchestra.

Currently Joséphine continues her singing studies in Versailles.

Carla Chevillard , soprano

Under the guidance of her cello teachers, Carla Chevillard turned to singing at the age of
20, eager to feed her musical passion through an art form that puts words at the center of
expression. In September 2019, she joined the Centre de musique baroque de Versailles as a
singer. Curious by nature, she is equally fond of the baroque lyrical tragedy, French melodies
and contemporary music, and is above all a lover of stylistic eclecticism.

During her time in Versailles, she learned what it is to sing in a professional setting, and had
the opportunity to work with many teachers, conductors and baroque ensembles, such as
Hervé Niguet, Emmanuelle Haim, Louis Noel Bestion de Camboulas, Stéphane Fuget, Sébastien
Daucé, Gaétan Jarry, Alexis Kossenko, Jean Marc Aymes, Paul McCreesh, Julien Chauvin,
Benjamin Perrot, Maarten Kéningsberger, and many others. Since September 2022, she
collaborates as a soloist with Chateau de Versailles Spectacles, the Centre de musique baroque
de Versailles, the Royaumont Foundation, La Risonanza (Fabio Bonizzoni) but also works as an
actress and lyric artist with the production company Midnight-Premiére (Jean Paul Bouron).

Carla is a laureate of the Royaumont Foundation and received a “Entretiens en duo” grant,
alongside harpsichordist Adele Gornet. In 2022 she joined the solo opera class at the University
of Vienna in Austria under Michail Lanskoi’s tutelage.

Yannis Shymko, piano

Born in 1996 in Canada, Yannis Shymko studied piano and chamber music at the Municipal
Conservatory of Kalamata with Stathis Gyftakis and Maria Papapetropoulou from where he
graduated with the highest distinctions. He continued his studies at the University of Macedonia
in the class of Igor Petrin and at the Koninklijk Conservatorium of Brussels in the class of Jan
Michiels and of Anne op de Beeck.

He has appeared in concerts and festivals in Russia, Holland, Italy, Hungary, Belgium and
throughout Greece collaborating with artists such as Leo Winland and Joshua Weilerstein, with
the Symphonic Orchestra of the State Conservatory of Thessaloniki, the Athens Sinfonietta, as
well as performing for a live broadcast of the Greek Public Radio.

He has distinguished himself in many competitions claiming 1st prizes at the University of
Macedonia's Chamber Music Competition 2016, the Competition Maria Cherogiorgou-Sigara
2014, and 2nd prize at the 4th Thessaloniki Piano Festival Competition 2019.

Since 2022 Yannis Shymko is a professor of piano and a pianist-accompanist at the
Conservatoire du Nord in Luxembourg.



